The Reign of Terror
would receive a whipping about once a fortnight and added
that " Mr Tutchin was a very young man."
" Aye, he is a very young man but an old rogue," replied
Jeffreys, " and all the interest in England shan't reverse the
sentence I have passed on him."
Tutchin, it is said, petitioned the King to alter his
sentence to execution by hanging, but was officially told that
he must " wait with patience." An effort was made to buy
his pardon, but this failed. It appears he was offered some
remission if he would give the names of confederates, but he
refused to do so. He would most certainly have been flogged
to death but that Providence intervened by striking htm
down with smallpox a day or two before the first penalty
was to be inflicted. Ultimately his sentence was reversed.
Besides the seventy-four victims executed for high treason
there were handed over for transportation, ninety-four to Sir
W. Booth, sixty to Jerome Nipho and forty-six to Sir Christo-
pher Musgrave, These were either sold or given as a reward
to those individuals who could trade them away at a profit.
By Saturday, September I2th, in a short week, the whole
terrible series of Dorsetshire tragedies was over and Jeffreys
rode away to Exeter where the business was to open on the
Monday.
His coach was surrounded by a cavalcade of soldiers, but
there was no one bold enough to attack him. The news of
his exploits at Dorchester spread like a plague across the land
and the poor folk were stricken with fear. Some dared to
approach him with petitions in their hands for their relations
who were in prison, but they were driven away.
At a house at which he stayed for the night there was
some disorder among the judge's servants and a pistol was
fired, which so enraged Jeffreys that his farewell to his host the
next morning included a promise " that not a man of all those
parishes that were of that vicinitude, if found guilty, should
escape." With this threat on his lips the red judge drove
away to continue his reign of terror in the County of Devon.
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